Public  Act  86-1187 


A  Dire  Need. . . 

A  Well-Reasoned  Response 

"No  one  looks  forward  to  a  hospital 
stay  or  facing  a  life-threatening 
medical  emergency.  But  when  the 
need  arises . . .  medical  help  should 
be  there  to  meet  it.  Tragically,  for 
more  and  more  areas  of  downstate 
Illinois,  medical  care  is  not  a  few 
minutes  away.  In  some  cases,  it  is 
not  available  at  all.  This  plan  will 
help  change  that. 

In  addition,  this  initiative  will  help 
address  the  very  real  impact  that 
insufficient  medical  care  has  on 
economic  development;  when  people 
and  businesses  are  deciding  where 
to  locate,  heavy  consideration  is 
given  to  the  quality  and  availability 
of  health  care.  ” 

George  H.  Ryan 
Lieutenant  Governor 
Chairman, 

Illinois  Rural  Affairs  Council 
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The 

Challenge 


Rural  Illinois  is  confronting  a  decline  in  health  care.  Since 
1983,  for  example,  9  rural  hospitals  have  shut  their 
doors  forever. 

In  addition,  what  takes  place  between  the  site  of  an 
emergency  and  the  location  of  medical  care  is  absolutely 
critical.  Yet  many  rural  areas  do  not  have  enough 
vehicles,  personnel  or  equipment  to  provide  life-saving 
care  to  emergency  patients. 

There  are  other  signs,  too,  of  a  diseased  rural  health 
system:  insufficient  funds  to  maintain  up-to-date  facili¬ 
ties,  technology;  medical  equipment  and  supplies. . .  and 
complications  brought  on  by  delays  in  diagnosis  and 
treatment.  Additionally,  rural  citizens  are  more  frequently 
in  the  older  age  groups,  needing  different  types  of  health 
care.  The  above  point  to  one  conclusion:  there  is  a 
critical  need  for  new  ways  for  the  rural  health  system  to 
provide  quality  health  care. 
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The 

Response 


To  meet  these  challenges,  Lieutenant  Governor  George  H. 
Ryan,  as  chairman  of  the  Rural  Affairs  Council,  formed 
a  bi-partisan  coalition  to  develop  the  Rural/Downstate 
Health  Care  Action  Plan. 

Public  Act  86-1 1 87  (Senate  Bill  2277  sponsored  by 
Senator  Jim  Rea  of  Christopher  and  Representative  David 
Phelps  of  Eldorado),  was  overwhelmingly  approved  by 
the  Illinois  General  Assembly,  and  signed  into  law  by 
Governor  Thompson.  Such  support  speaks  to  state 
government  leadership’s  commitment  to  primary  health 
care  in  rural  Illinois.  But  the  measure  is  in  critical  need  of 
financial  support  as  well. 

The  plan  contains  proposed  state  assistance  in  five 
target  areas: 

■  Outpatient  Care  % 

■  Inpatient  Care 

■  Emergency  Medical  Services 

■  Health  Personnel  Incentives 

■  Research  and  Evaluation 

The  plan  will  be  administered  by  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Public  Health  (IDPH)  and  Southern  Illinois  University  (SIU). 
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Alleviating  the  Crisis: 
Five  Pathways  to  Progress 


“/  consider  the  funding  of 
the  Rural/Downstate  Health 
Care  Initiative  one  of  the 
most  important  tasks  facing 
the  Illinois  General  Assembly. 
The  need  is  dire  and  this 
initiative  is  a  well-reasoned 
response.  ” 

George  H.  Ryan 
Lieutenant  Governor 


Outpatient 

Care 


The  plan  will: 

■  Offer  matching  grants  through 
the  Illinois  Department  of 
Public  Health  (JDPH)  to  help 
community  organizations  and 
facilities  develop  or  convert 
services,  including  supplies 
and  equipment,  patient  trans¬ 
port  services  and  recruitment 
of  health  personnel. 

■  Establish  primary  care  centers 
linking  existing  rural  medical 
facilities  with  the  resources 
of  the  SIU  School  of  Medicine. 

■  Offer  grants  to  assist  existing 
community  health  centers  to 
encourage  the  development 
of  new  services  in  designated 
shortage  areas. 


Inpatient 

Care 


The  plan  will: 

■  Provide  matching  grants  from 
IDPH  to  help  rural  hospitals 
with  renovation,  recruitment, 
and  in  diversifying  services. 

■  Develop,  through  the  SIU 
School  of  Medicine,  new 
service  delivery  capabilities 
in  obstetrics  in  downstate 
Illinois. 


Emergency 

Medical 

Services 


This  part  of  the  plan  will: 

■  Offer  IDPH  matching 
grants  to  rural  counties  to 
develop  and/or  improve 
emergency  medical 
services. 


Health 

Personnel 

Incentives 


To  address  shortages  of 

medical  personnel,  this  part 

of  the  plan  will: 

■  Create  a  Health  Care 
Provider  Recruitment  Center 
within  the  Center  for  Rural 
Health,  an  organizational 
unit  under  the  Director  of 
Public  Health. 

■  Increase  nursing  scholarships, 
loan  repayment  programs 
through  IDPH. 

■  Increase  continuing 
education  and  training 
opportunities  through  SIU 
School  of  Nursing. 

■  Expand  dental  centers  in 
downstate  Illinois  utilizing 
SIU  Dental  School  residents. 

■  Develop  specialized  training 
for  rural  health  technicians 
through  the  SIU  School  of 
Allied  Health  Careers. 


Research  and 
Evaluation 

This  final  aspect  of  the 
plan  will: 

■  Provide  research  grants  from  . 
the  Department  of  Public 
Health  to  universities  so 

they  can  examine  various 
health  service  models, 

.  applicable  to  rural  areas. 

■  Foster  interest  in  rural  health 
issues  by  university  research¬ 
ers  through  a  new  SIU  School 
of  Medicine  Center  for 
Regional  Health  Delivery. 

■  Develop  and  implement  a 
comprehensive  health  systems 
model  through  the  SIU  Center 
for  Rural  Health  and  Social 
Services. 


Information . . . 

For  further  information  on 

the  Rural/Downstate  Health 
Care  Action  Plan,  please  call 
the  Rural  Affairs  Council 
(217)782-7514. 

Please  lend  your  support  to 
the  Rural  Downstate  Health 
Care  Initiative. 
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Helping  to  Develop  the  Rural/Downstate  Health 
Care  Initiative: 

■  Office  of  Lieutenant  Governor  George  H.  Ryan 

■  Governor’s  Office 

■  Rural  Affairs  Council 

■  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Health  - 
Center  for  Rural  Health 

■  Southern  Illinois  University 

■  Illinois  Rural  Health  Association 

■  Illinois  Hospital  Association 

■  Campaign  for  Better  Health  Care 

■  Illinois  Primary  Health  Care  Association 

■  Shawnee  Health  Services  and  Development 
Corporation 

For  more  information  on  the  Rural/Downstate 
Health  Care  Action  Plan,  please  call  the  Rural  Affairs 
Council  (217)782-7514. 


